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Shop Local
Save the Miles!

There’s Good
News & 

Bad News

There are already some
fantastic efforts around the
Parish with the aim of light-
ing up East Coker. But we
do need more! So keep at it
and let this be a Christmas
to be remembered for good
reasons and not for the
worst reasons.  Putting in a
bit of an effort has to be the
best way to chase away the
blues and make the very
best of the situation -
Coronavirus is not going to
last forever - although it
does seem like that at
times! 
Judging 21st December.

As always in life there is
‘good’ news and ‘bad’ news.
The good news is that the
Helyar Arms is open - so as
long as you have food you
can get a pint.  The bad
news - the Village Cafe will
not be open again until the
New Year which we know will
be such a disappointment for
so many people. It has
become such an important
centre in our village. We
have to look forward to 2021. 

Food Bank
Please don’t forget the Village Food Bank
especially at this time of year when the need
is so great.  The response from everyone
has been just great - so thank you all.
The Food Bank is open from 10 To 12 every
Thursday at the Village Cafe. 

Let’s all hope that somewhere over this
East Coker rainbow, taken by Melanie Trott,
there is a life without Covid-19 and a return
to normal times when we will see our
friends and family again and give them all a
hug. Christmas is often a difficult time for
many people and this year it is likely to be
worse so we all need to keep an eye out
for others around us to make sure it is the
best it can be for everyone - Be kind.
Great picture from Melanie - there are more from
other photographers which we will publish in
future editions so keep them coming.

Could your business use a Government support grant ?
There is a range of Business Support Grants available for qualifying busi-
nesses including additional ones which are expected for Tier 2 areas such
as South Somerset.
Alex Parmley CEO at South Somerset District Council is keen that the
local economy and local businesses get the maximum benefit from funds
that have been made available during these difficult times and he wants
local businesses to gain advantage from relevant grants that are available. 
For more information go to the SSDC website via this link
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/covidbusinesssupport 

SSDC Offer Helping Hand

First there is the Friday Market located
in the Recreation Ground car park from
3 to 4pm with the last market before
Christmas on the 18th December.  
They are taking orders and making
deliveries as well over the Christmas
period. So speak to the various stall
holders for details of what they can sup-
ply. The market will return to normal
service on January 8th 2021
On Friday 11th December in the rec.,
the ‘sharpening man’ (he is a cut above
the rest!) will be visiting. He sharpens
anything, there and then from scissors
and knives to lawn mower blades.
Gooseslade has a wonderful selection
of very yummy things that are just right
for the Christmas celebration. Hollis
Mead very special milk is always avail-
able on tap from the dispenser in the
Crystal Court car park 

SANTA’S VISIT - Get Ready
Don’t forget Father Christmas will be calling on you
all in the Parish on Saturday 19th December
between 4.30 - 6.30.  The route and times are being
advertised so that everyone in the village can give
him a real warm welcome.  Get out those mince
pies and mulled wine and have a bit of a party just
like VE Day even if it is not so warm.

Over The Rainbow

Lighting Up East Coker

                           

Going Potty for Xmas
Kate Best is selling a variety of colourful
planters during December. They are filled
with a all-sorts of winter bedding plants and
underplanted with
spring narcissi bulbs.
There is a choice of
different coloured pots;
soft green, purple, oat-
meal, etc. Also in
bowls and wicker bas-
kets hyacinths, ready
in time for Christmas.
She will deliver within
the Parish. For more
information call- 
07796 991592.

  


