
East Coker 
Maritime Heritage Walk

 
 

This shorter walk (2.4 miles, 3.8 km) takes you around the centre 
of East Coker passing historic buildings and recalling the strong 
maritime connections of the village. It also passes St Michael’s 
Church and the Almshouses, described in other leaflets in this 

series. It is marked in Light Blue on the Discover East Coker map 
and walkers should refer to OS Explorer Map 129 for more detail. 

Paths around the village can be muddy at times and waterproof 
footwear is advised. Park considerately and start at the Helyar 

Arms (Grid Ref. ST541123) 
 
 



From the front entrance of the Helyar Arms, turn right into Moor 
Lane, signposted Coker Moor 1/2 mile. At the end of the lane, take 
the path signposted North Coker 1/2 mile. This path widens into a 
stony track with views of the Cemetery Chapel and St Michael’s 

Church.  At the T-junction of tracks, turn left signposted North Coker 
1/4 mile. Continue along this track as far as the road. Cross to the 

pavement opposite by West Orchard and follow the road to the right. 
After about 100 metres on the right, opposite the School entrance, is 

Hymerford House, birthplace of the famous explorer, William 
Dampier. East Coker Village Café, where you can get breakfast, 
coffee, lunch and afternoon tea, is just beyond, also on the right.  

 
Hymerford House 

 
This Grade 1 listed building was the home of the Hymerford family 
since 1377, or possibly earlier. Facing the front of the house, the hall 
to the left has perpendicular windows which originally reached to the 

roof. The Hymerford family arms are over the central porch.  
Following a break in the male line, the property passed by marriage to 

the Hambridge family. Archdeacon Helyar, of Coker Court and the 
benefactor of the Alms Houses, bought the house towards the end of 

the seventeenth century. It was here that one of our greatest explorers, 
William Dampier, was born in 1651. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pass the school and at the next road junction, turn right into Yeovil 
Road past North Coker Hall keeping on the right side of the road.  

Just beyond the main entrance to North Coker House, take the 
footpath to the left. Follow this path with the stone wall boundary to 

your left and beautiful views of North Coker Park to the right as far as 
Herne Cottage. 

 
North Coker Hall and North Coker House  

 
North Coker Hall was, for many years, used by the people of East 
Coker for their varied social activities. It was part of the estate of 

North Coker House, owned in the 1950s by Cyril C Maudsley, whose 
ancestors founded the engineering company Maudsley, Sons & Field 

Ltd. One of the first steamships to cross the Atlantic in 1837, The 
Great Western, was powered by a Maudsley marine engine. 

 

 
  
 

Turn left signposted East Coker Post Office 1/4 mile. 
At the right-hand bend of this track, continue straight on the footpath 
following the brick wall boundary to North Coker House to the left. 
At the kissing gate, turn left on to the road.  Follow the road as far as 
Holly Cottage at the intersection of Long Furlong Lane. Turn sharp 
right past Chapel Row. Cross the stile signposted North Coker Mill 

1/6 mile. Keep to the left of this field following the line of back 
gardens to Mill Close. The Recreation Ground is on the right. The 

Mill will be seen straight ahead.  



East Coker Mill  
A Grade II Listed Building, sometimes called “North Coker Mill”; it 
is a former water mill and mill house of the late 18th century. George 

Victor Lewis who had run a family butchers and poulterers in East 
Coker took over the mill in 1918. He set up business as a miller and 

corn merchant grinding barley meal, maize and crushed oats until the 
Second World War.   

Drakes Meadow 
 

Between 1762 and 1878, East Coker manufactured the finest sailcloth 
as well as ropes and twine. The sails of Nelson’s Victory were made 
from “Cokercloth” and it was used by all the best yachts. Flax had 

been grown locally for many years and evidence of the “retting 
ponds” for treating the fibres still exists in fields around the village. 
Since production commenced in 1872, Drakes Webbing Factory was 
manufacturing twine, cord, ropes and webbing for military use well 

into the 20th century 
 

 



Cross the stile behind the Mill. Turn left on to the road and at the left 
bend, turn right into the passage through to Drakes Meadow, former 
site of Drakes Webbing Factory. Follow the road round to the right 

to the T-junction. The Village Hall is on the left.  Turn left into Halves 
Lane and go to the T-junction. Turn right and walk to the Millennium 

Stone. Take the restricted byway branching to the right up the hill, 
which turns into a lane. At the T-junction of this lane, turn left and 
continue to the Almshouses. Turn right to walk up to St Michael’s 
Church, which has many features of interest (See the Parkland and 

Woodland Walk leaflet). The key maritime connection is the 
memorial plaque to William Dampier. After visiting the church, turn 

back down the hill passing the Almshouses and former Vicarage. 
Cross the paddock to return to the Helyar Arms. 

 

 
 

William Dampier 
Captain William Dampier was a remarkable seaman, explorer and 
writer. Life at sea in the late 17th century was very different then. 

What we regard as buccaneering was often seen as legitimate naval 
action. Having grown up in East Coker, Dampier went to sea at the 

age of 16, After a period in the Royal Navy, in 1673 he tried his hand 
at plantation work in Jamaica, and later in Mexico. After a severe 

hurricane, he turned to buccaneering. He then led a varied life from 
privateering against England’s foes to straightforward piracy.  



He meticulously recorded his observation of foreign lands which have 
since become significant books. These scientific observations of 

places visited still have relevance today. His voyage to the Far East in 
1699 as captain of HMS Roebuck was chequered with adventure; his 

ship ultimately breaking up and sinking near Ascension Island. He 
was court-martialled for cruel treatment of a crew member but still 

returned to commanding further vessels. He was the first Englishman 
to circumnavigate the world three times. His discoveries in New 
Holland (Australia) preceded those of Captain Cook. Dampier’s 
legacy was not only in the books that he wrote himself. Defoe’s 

Robinson Crusoe was based on the experiences of Alexander Selkirk, 
a member of Dampier’s crew. Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels 
was also largely influenced by Dampier’s travel writing. Sadly, for 

one who achieved so much, Dampier’s grave site, following his death 
in 1715, is unknown. 

 

 
 

Published by East Coker Parish Council  
 
 

Illustrations by kind permission of the artist, John Horwood 
Photographs by Studio Elite  
 (www.eastcokerparish.com) 

 
©East Coker Parish Council 2020 

 
 


